FOUNTAINS - Environment + Data

Fountains are symbols of beauty, civilization, and the embodiment of accessibility to the most
essential life-sustaining element, water.
Summary:
The Fountains installation will translate open data sets of water pollution selected from
speciﬁc locations around the globe into data visualizations that transform the 3D
scanned, virtual skin surfaces of people’s bodies to reﬂect the quality of their local water
sources. The virtual bodies will take form as sculptural video projections in a secluded
gallery space designed for reﬂection. The projections will periodically rotate from one
virtual body to the next in harmonious composition with a separate, digital fountain
video projection that shows the changing water sources ﬂowing over the virtual bodies.
The installation will also feature audio recordings of interviews of people adversely
aﬀected by water pollution, as well as people living with fair water conditions. The
audio of each person’s interview will match up with their respective virtual bodies as
they are shown and their skin textures transformed.
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Mockup of 3D scanned body’s skin transformed by water
pollution data.
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Black box gallery setting with seating for reﬂection and soundscape derived from water data.

The installation of Fountains will create an atmosphere of the solitude and
reﬂection one might experience in a place of worship or meditation. Viewers will
walk into a black box theater type of space.
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Fountains draws inspiration from video art, non-traditional interviews using 3D
scanning and animation, interactive public fountains, and citizens who are
taking monitoring and advocacy into their own hands. Fountains will be poetic
and data driven, it will explore ways we can map the changing world around us
more creatively. By including the bodies and voices of those eﬀected by water
pollution Fountains will also be a platform for storytelling through spoken word
and data visualization.

